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On tlte Mont de Piete System of Pawnbroking in Ireland. By Henrt 
John Porter, Esq., of Tandragee, County of Armagh. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association, 22nd September, 1840.] 

Having visited several of the charitable institutions in Paris in the year 
1837, I was greatly interested by that admirable institution, the Mont 
de Piete' ; and, with a view to bring the system into operation in the 
north of Ireland, and thereby diminish the evils of the pawnbroking 
system, as at present carried on, I devoted some time, while in Paris, to 
making myself acquainted with its management in all its details. I 
there learned, for the first time, that Mr. Barrington, of Limerick, had 
established a Mont de Pie'te' in that city, and I have since had an 
opportunity of visiting that institution, and can state, with confidence, 
that it is succeeding beyond the most sanguine expectations of its 
benevolent founder. 

In order to ascertain, as nearly as possible, the amount of business 
which is done throughout Ireland, I considered that one whole county, 
that of Armagh, in which I reside ; one large trading town, such as 
Belfast ; and the metropolis of Ireland, would furnish data on which to 
calculate, if necessary, the pawnbroking business of the whole kingdom. 
I therefore deposited in every pawnbroker's shop in those places an 
article of clothing, and received duplicates, or tickets, each bearing a 
number on it, which shews the order in which articles are received and 
registered. In seven days after I deposited another article of dress in 
each pawnbroker's, as before, and received, in like manner, duplicates, or 
tickets ; and, in a few cases, where there was some doubt as to the 
numbers written on the tickets, which are not always very legible, I 
deposited a third article. Now it is manifest that a ticket received on 
the first occasion, bearing upon it the number 31,843, and a ticket in 
seven days after, issued from the same house, bearing the number 34,564, 
gives one week's transactions as 2,721 articles pawned, which, at a Id. 
each for the tickets, which is the usual charge by all pawnbrokers in 
Ireland, amounts to III. 6s. 9<£, or 589/. lis. in one year. This will 
be allowed to be a large profit, when added to the interest charged on 
loans to the poor of one of the most distressed and wretched districts in 
the city of Dublin ; one which I particularly well know, as I became 
acquainted with the evils of pawnbroking there, in the course of my 
duties as one of the district visitors of the Charitable Association. By 
these means I had at one time in my possession duplicates, or tickets, 
to the following amount : — 

42 Pawnbrokers in Dublin, 2 tickets each 84 

35 ,, Belfast,2 do 70 

12 , , county of Armagh, 2 do 24 

5 ,, part of Newry, not in the county of Armagh, 2 each 10 

A third article in 15 of the above 15 

Total articles of clothing 203 

I was, however, determined that any statements which I might be led to 
make should not rest on this kind of evidence alone, and therefore I 
visited the poor in the lanes and alleys, the cellars and the garrets of 
many of these towns, and availed myself of the information derived from 
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great numbers of duplicates, or tickets, in their possession, which had 
been issued at every season of the year ; and I found that the business 
done between the 15th December and 15th January is generally two-fold 
more than at any other equal period ; and, in summer, when provisions 
are scarce, and prices high, the number of pawns are proportionally 
increased, as well as the number of releases proportionally decreased. 

The amount of money lent is calculated, on an average, at 3s. on each 
article, except in Dublin, where it is found to be about 4s. 

In the course of releasing several articles for the poor whom I thus 
visited, I became acquainted with the charges and impositions practised 
upon the poor, but it is unnecessary to occupy the Section with these 
particulars. I found no difficulty in procuring information from the poor 
whom I thus visited ; they were rejoiced by receiving many articles which 
1 released ; but so quickly was my visit to a neighbouring town made 
known by some of the persons I had relieved, that the next morning the 
housekeeper was besieged by numbers, who wanted to see " the gentleman 
whom they had heard the Queen had sent over to Ireland to release all 
their goods out of pawn." I was obliged to shorten my visit to the 
friends with whom I was then staying, and to postpone my investigations 
in that town until this foolish report had subsided. 

The following is a Table shelving the results of these experiments : — 





Pawnbroking on the 


Old System. 




TOWNS. 


Popula- 
tion. 


Number 
of Pawn- 
brokers. 


Number of 
Pawns in 
Twelve 

Months. 


Amount 

lent in 

TweWe 

Months, at 

3«. each 
Pawn. 


Amount 
charged in 

pence for 
Duplicates. 


Profit.after Print, 
ine Duplicates, and 

deducting 6 per 

cent, for Capital 

and 6 per cent, for 

Stock. 


Armagh .... 
Lttrgan .... 
Newry, part of . . 
TantllaKee . . . 
Portadown . . . 
Maiket-hill . . . 

Total in the County \ 
of Armagh , . } 

Newry, whole of. . 
Belfast .... 
Dublin .... 


10,518 
2,842 
See below. 
1,959 
1,591 
1,043 


4 
3 
2 
1 

1 
1 


i- 97,930 
43,440 
40,680 
15.540 
14,940 
9,660 


£. 

14,697 
6,516 
6,102 
2,331 
2,241 
1,449 


£. s. d. 

408 5 

181 

169 10 

64 15 

62 5 

40 5 


£. S. d. 
1,170 3 10 
516 3 7} 
483 7 li 
184 13 81 
177 10 91 
114 15 6i 


• ■ 


12 


222,240 


33,336 | 926 


2,646 14 2 


13,134 

67,388 
265,316 


7 
35 
42 


120,000 

737,280 

3,820,200 


18,000 
110,592 
764,040 


500 
3,072 
15,917 10 


1,425 15 6 
8,760 19 U 
56,107 11 3 



If, then, it is found that the poor of the county of Armagh are paying 
for duplicates (which are supplied gratis at a Mont de Pie'te') nearly 
1000/. annually, the poor of Newry 500/., the poor of Belfast above 
3000/., and those of Dublin nearly 16,000/., surely it is most desirable 
to substitute the Mont de Piete for the common pawnbroker, wherever 
it is practicable ; thus relieving the poor from those exorbitant charges, 
and restoring to the same class from which the profits are derived the 
overplus, in the shape of some local charity, such as fever hospitals, or 
grants for the reduction of provisions in time of scarcity or want of 
employment. 

It was a curious fact, which I ascertained, that the pence charged for 
duplicates in one year by the pawnbrokers in the county of Armagh 
exceeded the whole of the county grants to dispensaries, during the same 
period, by the sum of 132/. 17s. 6c/., the former amounting to 926/ , and 
the county grants to dispensaries being only 793/. 2s. 6d.; and the 



1840.] of Pawnbroking in Ireland. 295 

estimated profits of the pawnbrokers within the county of Armagh, after 
paying for the printed tickets, and deducting 6 per cent, for interest on 
their capital, exceed the whole of the Grand Jury Presentments for 
charitable purposes by the sum of 260/. 10s. id. 

The profits being £2,646 14 2 

Grand Jury Presentments, viz. — 

To 15 Dispensaries .... £793 2 6 
County Infirmary .... 593 3 ] 
District Lunatic Asylum . . 999 18 3 

2,386 3 10 

£260 10 4 

In making these calculations, I have been indebted. to the valuable 
assistance of Mr. Haynes, whose experience renders him so eminently 
qualified for the important post he occupies as manager of the Limerick 
Mont de Piete\ Having been himself a pawnbroker for fourteen years, he 
was able to throw great light on this subject in his examination before a 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, the report of which is 
worthy of attention, and from which I shall here give two short extracts. 

Mr. Haynes states in his evidence relative to the Mont de Pie'te at 
Limerick : — 

" I have no better means than the pawnbrokers, I mean the honest 
pawnbrokers, to employ to detect thefts; but since we commenced 
business, I have transported three felons, and handed several others 
over to the authorities. I have taken six weeks of the business of our 
establishment, and there were released, of Is. pawns, that were pledged 
in the same week in which they were released, a total of 1,095, giving 
an average of 182 pawns released each week. If they were released 
in any other office, the annual interest on them would be 59/. 3s. ; in our 
office it is only 19Z. 17s. 2d. ; therefore we save that description of 
borrower 49/. 5s. lOd. a-year, upon those shilling loans only. On 
12th May, 1838, we released 1741. 19s. Id. money lent, and our interest 
was 7Z. 15s. 2d.; the pawnbroker's interest on that sum (including 
penny tickets) would have been 17/. Is. 1 1 d., so that the saving effected 
in one day to the poor was 9/. 6s. 9d." 

Mr. Douglas, the Secretary and Inspector of the Mont de Pie'te, at 
Limerick, gives the following evidence: — 

" A considerable amount of moral good certainly has been effected in 
checking crime of various kinds, as all property that is not only ascer- 
tained but suspected to be stolen, is instantly stopped, until it can be 
ascertained whether it has been honestly come by or not ; and the con- 
ductor, Mr. Haynes, has already stated to the Committee, that he has 
transported three persons for bringing stolen property that was traced, 
and imprisoned at least three times that number." 

Having succeeded in proving to the gentry, to the clergy of all persua- 
sions, and to the merchants of the town of Tandragee, in which I reside, 
that the Mont de Piete* system of pawnbroking would present a mitiga- 
tion of evil — for I cannot undertake to advocate any system of pawning 
as an abstract good — they most kindly co-operated with me in the esta- 
blishment of an institution, embracing a charitable pawn-office, a loan 
fund and a bank for savings, all under one administration, managed by 
the same board of directors, with whom I have the pleasure of acting as 
one of the honorary secretaries. 
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I shall now give an abstract of the result of the operations of the 
Tandragee Mont de Pie'tt* : — 

Pawnbroking Department. 



1839 

9 months, Jan. to Sept. 
3 months, Oct. to Dec 

Total for 12 months. 

1840 

9 months, less 2 weeks) 
to the present period. J 

Decrease on 9 roonths\ 
of 1840, less 2 weeks, ( 
comparedwilh 9months [ 
of 1839. . . J 


Number 
of Pawns 
Deposited. 


Number 
of Pawns 
Released. 


Amount 

lent 

on Pawns. 


Amount Re- 
ceived on Pawns 
Released. 


Interest 
Received on 

Pawns 
Released. 


12,312 
2,900 


8,521 
3,020 


£. s. d. 

1,500 6 

422 8 4 


£. s. d. 

1,023 9 8 

395 4 


£. s. d. 
76 2£ 
34 15 3J 


15,212 


11,541 


1,922 14 4 


1,418 13 8 


110 15 6 


6,523 


6,698 


864 9 11 


981 5 5 


104 11 


5,789 


1,823 


635 16 1 


42 4 3 


♦28 10 9J 



* Increase of Interest, the Releases being greater than the Pawns. 

In nine months of 1839, 11 out of 16 articles Mere released, and 
3,791 articles remained in store, over and above the number of articles 
released ; and in 1840, up to the present period, there were released 
175 articles more than the whole number pawned : thus shewing that 
where the pawnbroking of any town can be all confined to a Mont de 
Pie , te",the amount of pawning may, by judicious management, be greatly 
diminished. 

It is necessary to observe, that there was an interval between the re- 
moval of one conductor, or pawnbroker, and the appointment of his 
successor. But taking even this into account, it is certain that both the 
pawning and borrowing on personal security has been very considerably 
diminished. 

Loan Fund Department. 



1839 
9 months, January to September 
3 months, October to December 

Total for 12 months . . 

1840 

9 months, less 2 weeks to the 1 
present period .... I 

Decrease on 9 months, less 21 
weeks of 1840, compared with > 
9 months of 1839 . . .J 


Num- 
ber of 
Loans. 


Amount 
Lent. 


Weekly Instal- 
ments. 


Interest 
and Fines 
Received. 


3,745 
1,011 


£.. 

15,286 

4,141 


£. 3. d. 

15,107 11 11 

4,247 11 2 


£. s. d. 
608 2 ft 
178 11 2 


4,756 


19,427 


19,355 3 1 


786 13 7 


1,980 
1,765 


8,150 

7,136 


8,303 6 7 
6,804 5 4 


291 8 4 
316 14 1 



Savings' Fund Department. 

Lodged. Withdrawn. 

Savings in 9 months of 1838 £688 £408 

,, 9 ,, 1839 994 594 

,, 12 ,, 1839 1,303 913 
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The only pawnbroker in the town of Tandragee gave up business 
within three months after the Mont de Pie*te was opened. 

I next turn my attention to the town of Portadown, which is also on 
the Tandragee estate, and within four miles distant from Tandragee. I 
shall read the results of the operations of the Mont de Piete there. 

Portadown Mont de Pi£te. — Pawnbroking Department. 
For twelve months ending 31st December, 1839 : — 
Number of pawns . 10,420 
Number of releases 7,228 
Amount lent on pawns . . . £1,220 14 4 
Amount received on releases . . 772 8 4 
Interest received on pawns released 36 8 

Comparison of first four months of 1339 with same period of 1840: — 

No. of Amount lent 

Pawns. on Pawns. 

1839, 1st Jan. to 30th April, 2 .850 £316 15 7 
1840 ,, ,, 3,700 465 13 8 

The above comparison only extends over a period of four months, be- 
cause the pawnbroking department at Portadown, as far as pawning is 
concerned, ceased for some months in consequence of the dismissal of 
the conductor or pawnbroker, who was discovered to have acted fraudu- 
lently. The releasing department necessarily continued, as it would 
have been a serious inconvenience to the poor if they could not have 
redeemed their clothing and other articles, whenever it became conve- 
nient for them to do so. 

From the foregoing comparison, it will be perceived that pawning in- 
creased in 1840 ; but this is a farther proof of the value of the institu- 
tion, as the pawnbroker at Portadown still continued, and continues, to 
carry on his business ; so that it may be hoped that, while the Mont de 
Pie"t(5 increased its operations, those of trjp usual pawnbrokers were on 
the decline. And although I am bound to admit that the individual 
who keeps this pawnbroking establishment is one of the most respect- 
able in the trade, yet I do not despair of seeing him relinquish his bu- 
siness, and leave the field to the undisputed management of the 
charitable pawn-office, under the superintendence of the directors of 
the Mont de Piete" ; in the event of which I have no doubt that the ex- 
tent of pawning, on the whole, will be considerably diminished. The 
business of releasing, up to the present period, stands as follows : — 

Number of Amount Received 

Releases. on Pawns Released. 

1839, 9 months— Jau. to Sept. . . 4,962 £496 17 8 

1840, 9 months — Jan. to Sept. less 21 ^ oqq. g„g „ ,. 
weeks to the present period . .) ' 

Had the pawning continued without interruption, no doubt the amount 

of releasing would have still further increased. 

Loan Fund Department. 

Number a™™,..* Weekly Interest 

of Lent Instalments and Fines 

Loans. Jjent. Received. Received. 

1839, 12 months . . . 3,930 £15,978 £14,736 8 10 £698 13 3 

Comparison of nine months, 1839 with 1840 : — 

1839, Jan. to Sept . . . 3,003 12,015 10,999 5 8 514 9 1 

1840, Jan. to Sept., less 21 2 624 lom 10,688 10 429 15 2 
weeks to the present time I > ' ' 
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No very material decrease is evident from the above, as the two weeks 
not yet taken into account are not expired. 

I am unable to state what are tire receipts of the savings' fund de- 
partment at Portadown, but they are not considerable, although I believe 
that the lodgments are gradually increasing. 

I was enabled, within the last year, to have a Mont de Pie'te' esta- 
blished at Belfast, under the most promising circumstances ; and, at a 
future time, I hope to be able to give an account of its operations, to- 
gether with those of several similar institutions, concerning which I 
have been in correspondence with' various friends throughout the north 
of Ireland. A meeting was convened by the clergy of all denomina- 
tions at Belfast, and although it was attended by the majority of the 
pawnbrokers of the town, not one of them ventured even to question 
the statements I there publicly made concerning the sufferings of the 
distressed working classes, from the unjustifiable practices of many 
pawnbrokers in various parts of Ireland. I shall here give but two of 
the many instances which came under my own observation. 

I redeemed for a poor person an article on which Is. 6d. had been 
lent ; it was in pawn six months ; the expense charged to the poor per- 
son, and which I paid, was Id. for the ticket, and 3d. for interest. Now 
this was in direct violation of the Act of Parliament, which allows ^d. 
per month on Is. 6d. This loan was under the sum which entitled the 
pawnbroker to ^d. per month, notwithstanding that the ticket bore upon it 
the loan and penny for the ticket — total, Is. Id. ; which is very generally 
added to the loan, as it enables the pawnbroker to charge more interest 
when it makes the amount to exceed the regulation of the Act of Parlia- 
ment. This fact, therefore, proves that double the amount of legal in- 
terest was charged to the poor person referred to. The Mont de Pie'te - 
would not have charged more than id. per month on that or any sum 
under 2s. The other release was a small sum, but bearing such charges 
that 100/. borrowed at the same interest for one year, would have been 
at the rate of twelve hundred per cent, per annum. 

I am persuaded that at the present moment the working classes 
throughout Ireland are suffering most severely from the unjustifiable 
charges made by many of the pawnbrokers. I admit there are many 
respectable persons in the trade ; but I can prove that there are many others 
who may well be described in the words of Isaiah—" The spoil of the 
poor is in your houses. What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, 
and grind the faces of the poor?" I shall not be considered to use too 
harsh language, in describing this oppression of the poor, when I men- 
tion that I had at one time in my possession fifty-four pawnbrokers' 
tickets, the property of one respectable, but most distressed, family, 
who have raised the amount of 41. Is. 8d. in small sums, for the use. 
of which (the greater part not exceeding six months) they would be 
obliged to pay the enormous charge of 1/. 19s. were they now able to 
redeem their property ; which they are not. 

Contrast this accommodation with that of a Mont de PieSte". The in- 
terest for the same sum, and for a like period, would only be 17s. 3d-, 
while the interest accruing, if the property continues unredeemed, would 
be only one-half, and no extra charges for duplicates or tickets. Add 
to this that the probable advance, on the same amount of property 
pledged at a Mont de Pie'te', would be 61. lis. 6d., or 21. 3s. lOd. more 
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than the loan advanced by the pawnbroker to this afflicted family in the 
time of their pressing need. I may also observe, that for every ticket 
or duplicate issued, it is the practice to charge Id., and that one pawn- 
broker in Ireland issued no less than 66,612 tickets in one year, re- 
ceiving in pence alone, and independent of interest, the large sum of 
277/. ll.f. 

Mr. Barrington, from whom I have gleaned much interesting inform- 
ation, has made some calculation of the probable profits of the pawn- 
brokers in Ireland, of whom there are about 700 ; and estimates their 
average profits at above 900/. per annum each, the aggregate profit in 
this trade amounting to the annual sum of 630,000/. 

At the close of the first nine months of the operations of the Tandra- 
gee Mont de Piett!, I was able to shew that the borrowers from the loan 
fund department, on personal security, had in their possession 1,189 
looms, of -which 612 (more than half the number) were hired at 10*. 
per annum. One man had at that period one loom, for which he had 
paid 12/. within the previous twenty-four years, without any other al- 
teration than that which was necessary on the invention of the fly-shuttle; 
and, after having paid the price of four new looms in interest, he was 
not at that time the owner of one. Here, and in many similar cases, the 
Mont de Pi&e' was the means of relieving the poor, and the owners of 
looms for hire began to find it difficult to let them out. One farmer 
proposed to sell his stock of looms to the Institution, finding the hope 
of his gain drawing to a close ; but of course the proposal was rejected, 
as these old looms were incapable of producing as good a fabric as the 
new looms issued by the Mont de Pit5te\ 

At the period of which I speak (first nine months of operation), 
above 2,600 loans had been granted for the following purposes : — 

For provisions Loans 550 Amounting to £1,640 

Materials for trade ... 



Dealing 

Clothing 

Repairs of houses. ... 
Yarn for weaving .... 

Looms 

To pay small debts ... 

To buy cows 

» . P'gs ..... 
Farming purposes, seed, &c.. 
Rent 

Total . . . 2,668 £9,070 

In order to form some idea of the benefit derived by these borrowers, 
I examined great numbers of them as they appeared on the payment of 
the last weekly instalment. I ascertained pretty nearly the amount of 
money saved or realized by their having the advantage of ready money, 
and from these I formed an average estimate of the whole. 



138 




402 


194 




664 


41 




81 


51 




148 


187 




612 


131 




448 


70 




193 


594 


J J 


2,569 


375 




1,223 


260 




838 


77 


J ) 


252 



Oatmeal . 


.£1,100 . 


Saving . 


. . £308 


Potatoes. 


. 550 . 




. . 338 


Cows . 


. 2,569 . 


Profit . . 


. . 1,284 


Pigs . . . 


1,223 . 


>> • 


. . 166 


Dealing . . 


664 . 


> j 


. . 166 



Total . . 6,096 Total . .3,596 
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Had the Mont de PitJte conferred no other benefit on the country 
than that derived by the peasantry, in procuring their summer provi- 
sions for ready money, that alone would amply repay the directors for 
all the labour bestowed on the working of the Institution. What were 
the circumstances of these 550 families in by-gone summers ? Many 
of them found it difficult to procure credit, or obtain a sufficient supply 
of wholesome food for the maintenance of their families ; idleness pre- 
vailed, sickness increased, and not unfrequently fields were mortgaged 
to more wealthy neighbours, who supplied the wretched holders of two 
or three acres of land with the required food at an exorbitant price. 
Others, whose credit was good, passed promissory notes, payable at 
harvest, and not unfrequently they were charged for meal 6s. or 8s. per 
cwt. more than the market price, independent of the expense of stamps ; 
and it was no uncommon practice for a poor man, wanting the imme- 
diate use of a few pounds in money, to purchase oatmeal from a fore- 
staller of provisions, while a third person would buy back the oatmeal 
from the poor man at a much less price than he was charged, hand him 
the money, and the oatmeal would never be delivered, but sold again by 
the forestaller to the next customer. The object of this transaction is 
evident. The value of a promissory note for provisions would be easily 
recoverable at the quarter-sessions, while one for cash, bearing usurious 
interest, would be likely to involve the forestaller in an open violation 
of the law. Thus were the poor on every side oppressed ; the harvest 
time arrived, and the debts for summer provisions were generally first 
paid from the produce of the farm ; too often were they unable to pay 
just demands of rent and other charges, while in few cases were they 
able to hold over their corn till the most favourable time arrived for 
bringing the produce of their farm to market. 

What, on the other hand, has been the experience of the last summer ? 
Those 550 families borrowed, on moderate interest, from the Mont de 
Pi«5t<$, 1.640Z., and by habits of industry and increased diligence their 
weekly instalments are paid ; at harvest, instead of being deeply involved 
in debt, they owed nothing for their summer's food, and the produce of 
their land has in many cases been reserved for weeks, till the best price 
could be obtained; they are able not only to pay their rents, but to 
supply themselves and their children with better clothing. But other 
moral effects have followed. Halfpence and pence, which formerly 
were squandered in tobacco, snuff, and ardent spirits, are treasured up 
for the Monday morning's instalments, and the people are beginning to 
feel the value of small sums, and the truth of the old proverb, that " if 
you take care of the pennies, the shillings will take care of themselves." 

Again, we find that 2.56JM. has been borrowed for the purchase of cows. 
The benefit to the poorer classes in this particular is incalculable — the 
health arising from the possession of an abundant supply of milk ; the 
improvement on their farms, by sowing green crops for the maintenance 
of their cows ; the increased quantity of manure which is provided for 
the land — while it has been ascertained that in twenty weeks the gene- 
rality of cows purchased have paid, by the produce of milk and butter 
sold, one-half of their own cost. Hundreds of families are now pos- 
sessed of a cow each, and great numbers have already procured a 
second. As a proof of the saving habits which are promoted by this 
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system, I may mention, that a Tespectable person has settled in this 
town, whose sole business is the purchase of butter and eggs for expor- 
tation; and he finds it frequently difficult to attend to the immense 
influx of persons who come to sell their produce to meet their weekly 
instalments. One poor woman borrowed a pound ; she bought five 
hens for 4s. 2d. ; she expended 15s. lOd. in clothing, and at the end of 
the twenty weeks her five hens had been the sole means of paying off 
her debt to the loan fund. 

But what is the testimony of the manufacturers in the neighbourhood ? 
That the industry which is promoted by the necessity of those weekly 
instalments, and the punctuality of the weavers in returning their cloth, 
has already had the most beneficial effects. 

And how are persons in trade affected by the operations of the Mont 
de Pi(5te* ? I have it from the best authority, that a great increase of 
business has been the result, and a greater degree of punctuality in 
meeting all engagements on the part of the poorer classes. 

One class alone are suffering from the effects of the Mont de Pie'te', 
and they are little deserving of compassion. Those who live by the 
destruction of others, both soul and body, are not to be commiserated — 
those who keep open houses for the drunkard — and when they have 
given a poor person as much whisky as they think he can pay for, or is 
able to consume, turn him out incapable of taking care of himself, and 
exposed to the risk of a watery grave in the next river or canal he 
meets — those are surely persons whose lack of business and prosperity 
is a blessing, and whose failure in trade must be held as a common 
good. I have undoubted authority for saying that the temperance cause 
and the Mont de Pie'te are going hand-in-hand ; and the twopence for 
the morning glass, or the shilling for the night's carousal, are now care- 
fully saved to meet the weekly instalment. 

I might enlarge on the important benefits which this institution con- 
fers upon the working class — above 1,200/. expended in the purchase of 
pigs, which are such a source of wealth to the Irish poor, being nearly 
fattened on the refuse from the tables of the owners. 

It may appear that the amount of fines and legal expenses have been 
high — 224/. 16s. lOd. This in a great degree depends on the discretion 
of the director who signs the recommendation. After twelve months' 
operation, I procured the following return of the number and amount of 
loans granted on the estates committed to my peculiar care, and con- 
nected with the Portadown Mont de Pie'te 1 : — 
13 Loans of £1 £13 
55 ,, 2 110 
79 ,, 3 237 
62 ,, 4 248 
185 ,, 5 925 

394 £1,533 

Of these, the number noticed for irregular payment was two, and not 
one had been summoned for default of payment. I do not mean to say 
that none have ever been defaulters on these estates ; but whenever they 
have, it is my firm belief that it arises from the injudicious recom- 
mendation by a director of an unworthy object. 
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The saving department requires little notice. The amount of interest 
allowed is 4 per cent., and in all respects the operations are similar to 
savings' banks. The security, however, is not that of Government, but 
of the Institution. Many of the sums withdrawn were in order to pro- 
cure debentures, when the small savings amounted to 5/., these deben- 
tures bearing interest at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum. 

The profits by Act of Parliament are necessarily expended in local 
charity, and may be placed to the credit of the poor, in the name of the 
trustees, as a capital or stock, thereby reducing the amount of deben- 
tures issued, and consequently of the interest to be paid by the Institu- 
tion. In our establishments we have placed some of our profits to each 
of those objects. At Tandragee 71/. 17*. 9d. was expended in 1839 in 
reducing the price of oatmeal one-third ; — 433 families, consisting of 
2,216 individuals, received meal at one-third Jess for six weeks. 

At Portadown 50/. was expended in the same manner ; and in that town 
208 families, consisting of 1,144 persons, received oatmeal at a reduction 
of one-third in price, during six weeks of the most pressing season of the 
year. In each of these towns 50/. have been applied to fever hospitals ; 
in Tandragee for the support of one in operation, and at Portadown 
for the establishment of one where none had previously existed. 

Before I conclude, I shall give some information relative to pawn- 
broking in Glasgow ; but, as my inquiries have been confined to the 
three or four days during which I have been in the city, my information 
is necessarily limited. 

There exists in Glasgow a system of pawning quite new to me, and, 
I believe, wholly unknown in Ireland. These are called " wee,'' or little, 
pawns. I regret to say that the evils of this system are neither wee nor 
little. The supposed advantages or inducements to pawn at these 
brokers are as follows : — 1st, They give money on articles of less value 
than the licensed pawnbrokers will receive. 2nd, They give about 
2$. 6d. on articles which at licensed pawnbrokers will produce but 2$. ; 
this is 25 per cent more on the deposits. 3rd, They are open earlier 
and later than the usual pawnbrokers. 4th, There is one of these 
houses opened on the Sabbath, both for pawning and releasing, which is 
kept by a Jew in Gibson's-wynd, or Princes-street 

The manifest disadvantages are — 1st, They give no tickets, and con- 
sequently there is no security. They pretend to effect a purchase of the 
article, and although the poor person is under the impression that the 
article is still their own, yet in cases of dispute which come before the 
police authorities, these illegal pawnbrokers almost invariably contrive 
to prove that there has been a bond fide purchase and sale of the article. 
2nd, The time for redeeming these pawns is one month instead of one 
year. 3rd, The interest charged is one penny per week for one shil- 
ling, or at the rate of 4334- per cent, per annum. 

This is a most fearful oppression of the poor, and calls for immediate 
exertion to provide a Mont de Piete' in the city of Glasgow, which alone, 
I believe, can undermine, and ultimately overturn, this illegal system. 

I have been able to make some inquiry into the extent of business 
transacted by the licensed pawnbrokers in Glasgow, by visiting many 
of the garrets and other crowded places in the closes and wynds in and 
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around the Bridgegate. In the course of these visits I had an opportu- 
nity of seeing about fifty pawn tickets, and I noted down the date and 
number of each ; and, although the calculation I have made from these 
cannot be received as a correct and full statement, yet it amounts to an 
approximation to what may be correct. Having made calculations from 
the tickets of six out of twenty-four pawnbrokers, and the amount of 
their transactions, ranging from 28, 30, 33, 42, 53, and 61,000 pawns 
annually, it may be presumed that these present a fair average ; and, if so, 
the number of pawns annually lodged in the twenty-four licensed pawn- 
brokers would be 997,832, which, at Id. each for the ticket, produces 
4,1511. 12s. 8d. The average amount lent on each pawn which I have 
seen is nearly 2s. 6d. j but as I have only seen the duplicates of the 
very poorest class of pawners, I believe that 3s. would be a fair average. 
The amount lent out in Glasgow in twelve months would thus be about 
149,674/. 

I am indebted to the kindness of the Lord Provost and Captain 
Miller for some additional information which I procured on Tuesday 
morning. I was accompanied by the latter in visits which I made to 
many of the brokers, or wee pawns, with a view to form some idea of 
the amount of business carried on by this unlicensed system of pawn- 
broking, and I cannot refrain from expressing my astonishment and ad- 
miration of the control under which these, otherwise intolerable, nuisances 
are. placed by the very efficient superintendence of the police depart- 
ment, under the command of Captain Miller. I found no difficulty in 
procuring information from these brokers ; but I am free to confess 
that I should have required more courage than I can command to have 
ventured alone into the houses in those wynds, in which every house, 
almost without exception, is occupied by an unlicensed pawnbroker. 

I am informed by Captain Miller that there are 400 of these unli- 
censed pawnshops within the police district, and about 300 without 
those limits. I find by the evidence of these brokers themselves, that 
on an average above 58,172 articles are pawned with each of them 
annually. This number, multiplied by 700, gives the total number of 
pawns in one year (not including the business of the twenty-four li- 
censed pawnbrokers) as 40,720,400. I ascertained that the sums lent 
on these deposits varied from %d. to Is., and, in a few cases, even above 
that sum, but that the average, on the whole, is 4d. Now, in order to 
err on the safe side, I will calculate at an average of only 3d. for each 
deposit, and I am really almost afraid to state the amount, lest I may be 
supposed to exaggerate; it is, nevertheless, above half a million of money, 
or 504,005/. lent to the very poorest and most distressed class of the 
population, within the limits of the city and its suburbs ; and this sum is 
lent out at an interest of 433/. 6s. 8d. per cent, per annum. 

But as it would require much more time and care to give a full and 
correct view of pawnbroking in Glasgow, these few calculations must 
only be received as an approximation to the truth. 



